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Abstract - One of the most important places in determining the strategic goal of teaching in the
system of secondary vocational education is the social order of state with regard to the younger
generation. Discipline ""Foreign language' is a mandatory part of the general humanitarian and
socio-economic educational cycle included in the training program of middle-level specialists. One
of the important tasks in the training of such specialists can be considered the development of
foreign language communicative competence for successful implementation in professional
activities. Control is the most important condition for effective management in the process of
teaching a foreign language and an effective form of feedback for the students of secondary
vocational education.

Modern computer technologies allow providing constant control of students’ activity in the process
of foreign language teaching. We use LMS Moodle for the organization and control of foreign
language teaching. Using LMS Moodle tests as a form of control in teaching a foreign language for
students of secondary vocational education is designed to establish the degree of students'
realization of the tasks assigned to them in the learning process, to identify the formed level of
professional and foreign language communicative competence.

Reasonability of using LMS Moodle tests as a form of control in teaching a foreign language for
students of secondary vocational education can be distinguished in the following ways: the teacher
can check objectively the knowledge of a large number of students with minimal time; immediate
calculation of test results; formation of a sufficiently large number of test options.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Innovative approaches to the organization and conduct of classes in a foreign language are based
on the use of information and communication technologies, involving the restructuring of the content and
organizational and methodological forms of education, the development of modern means in information
technology support and development of the educational process [1]. One of the most important elements
of the educational process is the control of students' knowledge, which monitors effectively the dynamics
of learning material, assesses the level of knowledge, skills and abilities of students and helps to make the
necessary adjustments to the organization of educational activities. For any education system, quality
control of students' knowledge is one of the priorities. At present, the solution of such a problem is a
necessary condition for the educational process, as "pedagogical tests open promising directions for
improving the training quality by the system development of monitoring the training results in the
conditions of cooperation between the teacher and the student" [2-3]. The problem of the methods choice
for knowledge quality control is considered relevant in the implementation of the educational program
standards. In this regard, the question of how to determine objectively and accurately this quality is
raised. It is necessary that the control system is universal and is based not only on the identification of
knowledge, skills, future professionals, but also to identify their creative abilities and other personality
traits.

Teachers of a foreign language are faced with complex tasks: how to make the process of
mastering language material accessible, as well as quickly and control effectively the acquired
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knowledge. The student’s training quality is checked by the assimilation degree of the required training
material in accordance with certain topics and sections of the curriculum. In this case, the teacher is
offered an effective tool for monitoring learning outcomes, such as testing [4].

Correctly organized control of knowledge, skills and abilities implements both verification and
training functions. The control data is not only the results and evaluation of educational activities in
general, but also serves as a form of repetition and consolidation, improvement of previously acquired
knowledge. In addition, the control of knowledge performs developmental and educational functions,
when as a result of the test; the student trains memory, attention, thinking and imagination, learns to
reproduce the learned, systematizes and summarizes the available knowledge.

The control in educational activity means a certain system of its functioning efficiency check; it
has to correspond to the following principles: 1) to have individual character (control of each student’s
work); 2) to be systematic, regular; 3) to have various forms; 4) to be comprehensive; 5) to be objective;
6) to have the differentiated approach; 7) to assume unity of requirements [6].

It should be noted that a special place is occupied by the works of R. P. Milrud, A. A.
Mirolyubova, I. A. Rapoport, which are devoted to the study of testing issues and problems in teaching
foreign languages.

Electronic testing has replaced traditional forms of control, which corresponds to the modern
concept of modernization and informatization of the Russian educational system. The use of foreign
language testing has more advantages compared to other control types of students' mastering in language
material at different levels of education. As an integral part of the class, it provides an opportunity for the
student to work in the mode he needs, gradually moving from one level of knowledge accumulation to
another. Test exercises allow monitoring the work of each student. When using language tests, the
conclusion is made about which lexical and grammar material will be better assimilated, which in turn
provides an opportunity for the teacher to plan and adjust the learning process in accordance with the
result of the passed tests and focus on the insufficiently studied material. Thus, it allows applying a
differentiated approach in training. The absence of labor-intensive verification of written works makes it
possible to conduct testing more often, that is, to be systematic and regular. The testing efficiency allows
covering a larger number of students with minimal time compared to the written control work and the
time allotted for its verification. Testing allows the students to create a sense of knowledge constant
control and thereby activate their independent work during preparation for the test and motivate their
work in each class. Testing has multi-functionality and provides an opportunity to test comprehensively
the knowledge of the students on the passed language material, to form speech skills, to analyze the
characteristic mistakes and the reasons for their occurrence [4,7].

According to recent studies, there is a tendency among young people in Russia to receive
secondary vocational education (SVE). One of the urgent tasks is to train middle-level specialists at a
sufficiently high level, ready to solve professional problems and be responsible for their implementation.
With this aim, content of secondary vocational education in various specialties was updated to increase
the level of SVE graduates, providing intellectual and humanitarian development of personality. The
state educational standard of secondary vocational education, which determines the state requirements for
the content and level of graduates’ training, was developed and put into effect.

Discipline “Foreign language” is a mandatory part of the general humanitarian and socio-
economic educational cycle included in the training program of middle-level specialists. According to the
requirements of the federal state educational standard (FSES) of secondary vocational education,
graduates must be able to communicate (orally and in writing) in a foreign language on every day and
professional topics. Training speech competence (speaking, listening, reading, writing), involves the
formation of language competence - mastery of language means (phonetic, spelling, lexical,
grammatical).

In Krasnoyarsk State Agrarian University faculty members of the Foreign Language Department
are developing actively electronic training courses for SVE students, as well as introducing electronic
testing on electronic platform LMS Moodle (full name — Modular Object-Oriented Dynamic Learning
Environment)[8-13].

The main tools used in LMS Moodle for monitoring students' knowledge of a foreign language
include "Quiz", "Task", "Forum™ and "Chat".

Some variants of test exercises created with the help of the "Quiz" tool and suitable for the
discipline "Foreign language" are offered: 1) true/false; 2) select missing words; 3) short answer; 4)
multiple choice; 5) drag and drop into text, 6) embedded answers (cloze) questions. Students do test
exercises, after which the system automatically gives the result.



Il. METHODS AND RESULTS

We consider the skills and abilities that are tested using this tool "Quiz" in LMS Moodle at the
example of the discipline "Foreign language™" for students of secondary vocational education, the
direction 35.02.08 «Electrification of agriculturey.

1. Listening comprehension skills. To do this, the creators of the course decided to add audio
text to the main text. Modern computer technology allows converting any original text into an audio file.
Therefore, the audio equipment with visual support helps students in the initial acquaintance with the
content of the new text. For control this skill such tool of "Quiz" can be effectively use, as “Embedded
answers (Cloze) questions”. Questions of this type are very flexible and consist of a passage of text that
has various answers embedded within it, including short answers, numerical answers and multiple choice.
After reading the proposed audio files, students do various exercises, for example, drop the proposed
words in the text, insert the missing words and phrases in the text, and choose the right variant. The
questions relate directly to the information contained in the audio file, as the teacher should check the
students' understanding of the audio material listened. When checking, the teacher can write comments,
that is, to carry out feedback [14, 15].

As an example, we can present such exercises for listening comprehension (see Fig. 1, 2).

Task 1: Listen to the text and choose the right variant.

Students should listen to the text and choose the right variant of the word expressions.

Bribepute v constitutes the initial major| BoibepuTe v operation. It is normally

designed to BribepuTe.. ¥ |, cover plant materials and | BeiGepurte... ¥ | The operations

performed to open up any cultivable land with a view to BreibepuTte v for ;’3.\'"1; crops is known as

ts mostly include| BwuibepuTe v |and
mouldbeard plough. | Bribepute v implements include n| rearrange aggregates pugh,
subsoil plough
rimplemen]| Tractor drawn
reduce soil strength

Fig. 1. Anexample of a listening comprehension exercise

BuibepuTe ¥ |, chisel plough and other simila

Task 2: Listen to the text and complete the sentences.
Students should listen to the text and complete the sentences. So the students have the first part of
the sentence from the text and they have to end it by one or several missing words.

BOHDOC 1 Listen to the text and write down the missing words into drop zones on a background image.

Our life today is impossible without Computers, domestic appliances, factory machines, medical equipment, electric trains, telephone

communication and all kinds of gadgets will not run if there is a There must be somebody to fix it and this person must know what to do

and how to do it properly. This is w electricians do: they install, maintain and rep

action, be cautious and extremely attentive

Fig. 2. An example of a listening comprehension exercise

2. Grammar skills. It is also more expedient to control the students' knowledge of grammar
material by tests. Most often, “Multiple choice questions” are used to test grammar knowledge, in which
students need to choose the correct answer from several proposed variants [16].

As an example, we can present such exercises for grammar skills (see Fig. 3, 4).



Task 1: Choose the right variant.

Students should read the grammar material and do the grammar exercise and choose the right
variant of the word expressions.

1.This desert is ... the one you made last night.

sweetest
sweeter than
more sweeter than

sweet as

Fig. 3. Anexample of a grammar exercise

Task 2: Choose the right variant.

Students should read the grammar material and do the grammar exercise and choose the right
grammar variant.

n7.00 Another important aspect in the profession of an electrician v | physically fit and strong: electricians often have

stand or knee v long periods of time. It is also ng is being E keen eyesight, good hand-eye coordination and a
are being
is been

are been

v zense of balance.

E.E’J dc" electricians perform new tasks in new locations an new people, so | think | will never get bored witn tnis profession

Electricity consumption in our country ¥ ever

y year due to the development of technology and emergence of new equipment that needs

professional maintenance. That is why the profession of an electrician is going to stay one ¥ | the most important in our world

Fig. 4. An example of a grammar exercise

In comparison with usual paper grammar tests, such electronic testing with LMS Moodle has the
following advantages: 1) there is an opportunity to work distantly and, as a consequence, to save time; 2)
machine testing provides objectivity of evaluation and saves time of the teacher.

3. Vocabulary skill. For control this skill such tool of "Quiz" can be effectively use as “Select
missing words”. In LMS Moodle, there is a drop zone with a list of possible meanings after the word,
from which the student need to choose the correct translation.

As an example, we can present such exercises for vocabulary skills (see Fig. 5, 6).

Task 1. Choose the right translation of the word.
Students should choose the right translation of the word.

Bonpoc 7

engine -| BoiSepuTe... ¥
ABUraTens
CKOPOCTb

TpaHCNopTHOE CPeacTBo
npuyen, Tarad

Fig. 5. An example of a vocabulary exercise

Task 2. Choose the right word for this definition.
Students should choose the right word for this definition.
Bonpoc 1 Someone whose job is to connect or repair electrical wires or equipment:

E}b\6epme 04nH OTBET.

a. engineer
b. doctor
c. electrician

d. carpenter

Fig. 6. An example of a vocabulary exercise



4. Reading skills. The “Quiz” tool is also used successfully on LMS Moodle as a test of reading
skills. We have done exercises for reading on the basis of reference sentences with the help of such
element of LMS Moodle as "Drag and drop into text".

As an example, we can present such exercises for reading skills (see Fig. 7).

Task 1.Put the sentences in the correct order.
Students should arrange the following sentences of text in a logical sequence.

Bonpoc 3 B
Put the sentences in the correct order

[Elec:n:lt',-' consumption in our country is increasing every year. |

I think I will never get bored with this profession.

Cur life today is impossible without electricity.

[ Electricians often have to move heavy equipment. |

I have always been interested in electrics.

Fig. 7. An example of a reading exercise

I11. DISCUSSION

The specificity in the use of LMS Moodle tests as a form of control when teaching a foreign
language to students of secondary vocational education is as follows:

1. The test is conducted in equal conditions for all subjects: students’ work with the same volume
and complexity of the material at a convenient time for them.

2. The test is characterized by a quantitative expression of the task quality, which allows easily
and accurately determining the correctness or inaccuracy of actions. In addition, such qualities of tests
allow providing objectivity of check, independence of a results assessment from personal judgments of
the checking.

3. A clear definition of the forms and content of the tasks and the entire structure of the test
makes this type of control economical, so it allows testing the knowledge of a large students group and a
significant amount of material for each subject.

LMS Moodle is equipped with a convenient system for generating reports on test results. The
settings allow viewing all the necessary information (time spent on passing the test, answers to each
guestion, the number of attempts, etc.) about any attempt of each student. Based on the test results, the
teacher can find out how students have mastered the relevant section of the discipline, analyze the quality
of test tasks and the percentage of students who have coped with each of them.

IV. CONCLUSIONS

Summing up, we note the reasonability of using LMS Moodle tests as a form of control when
teaching a foreign language to students of secondary vocational education [17, 18]. This form of the
control process organization makes it more objective, effective and has a number of advantages over
traditional methods of control:

- Tests contain tasks to check both theoretical and practical material, which allows diagnosing the
assimilation level of the studied material, as well as to assess the effectiveness of forms and methods of
training, to carry out, if necessary, the correction of further pedagogical activity.

- The ability to place tests online allows getting an assessment immediately after the completion
of the test, which is an effective means to quick check the current level of material assimilation, both the
teacher and the students themselves.



- Online version of the gradebook setup allows each student to see their progress in learning the
course. At the same time, access is easy to organize in such a way that the student sees only his grades
and does not know about the grades of fellow students.

- The organization of electronic testing in LMS Moodle causes more interest among SVE students
in comparison with traditional forms of testing organization that increases motivation to studying of a
discipline "Foreign language™ which is not profiling;

- Electronic testing has become an effective method of organizing independent work of students,
which is an important and integral part in the process of teaching a foreign language in a limited number
of classroom hours on the discipline "Foreign language”;

- Final testing allows students to test their knowledge at the end of the study of each topic, and for
a teacher to check the level of the material assimilation;

- the organization of regular training and final testing, analysis of its results provide the teacher
with the opportunity to assess the level of the teaching material development and adjust timely the
trajectory of further activities and work of students in the framework of the discipline.

Thus, the control of SVE students' knowledge in the discipline “Foreign language” by using
electronic testing in LMS Moodle monitors efficiently the dynamics of learning, evaluates the level of
knowledge, abilities and skills of students and helps to make necessary adjustments to training activities.
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